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Abstract

This study aims at surveying some verses of the Holly Qur’an in order to give emphasis to the presence of
language faculty as a genuine and original concept in the Holly Qur’an. Religious origins of human
language have not been given the same interest, and many of the linguists and scholars who concern
themselves with the speculations about the origins of human language have mentioned slightly some verses
from the holly books in which some mentioning of the origins of language is stated. The majority of the
studies has not tackled this religious background about language seriously. Therefore, the prime objective
of this study will be directed to the religious origins of language because we believe that language is one of
the essential endowments given to people by Allah. For that end, a review of some related studies will be
outlined to establish a theoretical framework on which this study will be processed. The qualitative survey
in this study will be a survey of some verses from the Holly Qur’an, as we believe that language origins are
established clearly in many verses of the Holly Qur’an. Five categories will be formulated to process the
study in terms of worship, creation, teaching of the Qur'an, Jesus the Christ (P. B. U. H.) infancy speech,
and limbs of the body speech. The study will be a qualitative content – base analysis approach.
Key Words: The Holly Qur'an, Origins of Language, Interpretations, Upright creation, speculations.

Introduction
In spite of its mystery human language has been approached by the majority of
researchers by raising some speculations and theories to get more insights and
understanding about its origins, structure and mechanism. The majority of these
attempts revolve around natural sources for the evolution of human language and
communication. A lot of concern has been given to human beings endowments such as
those of vocalization and signaling to initiate a means of communication. In addition, the
harmony between human beings and nature has also been given some consideration; i.e.
man in search of establishing a means of communication may depend on some natural
sources such as sounds of animals, wind, trees, etc. to create a form of communication
that facilitates life on earth. For some linguists the coining of such words is known as
'onomatopoeia' words formation and coining.
Religious origins of human language have not been given the same interest, and many of
the linguists and scholars who concern themselves with the speculations about the
origins of human language have mentioned slightly some verses from the holly books that
mention something about the origins of language. This religious background about
language has not been tackled seriously by the majority of the studies. Therefore, the
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prime objective of this study will be directed to the religious origins of language because
we believe that language is one of the essential endowments given to people by Allah. For
that end a review of some related studies will be formulated to establish a theoretical
framework on which this study will be processed. The essential part of the study, as a
content based analysis, will be developed depending on some verses from the Holly
Qur'an as we believe that language origins are established clearly in many verses of the
Holly Qura'an.
To process this study first a review of some related studies will be tackled to confirm the
idea that a lot of the previous studies concentrated mainly on the harmony between man
and nature, and the religious origins of human language have not been given equivalent
interest. The religious origins tackled by the previous studies will be taken in the present
study as starters to be confirmed with some of the interpretations of the verses in the
Holly Qur'an that consider the origins of human language. The discussion of these verses
and their interpretations will be directed to first, creation of universe, second creation of
human beings and language, third Allah's creativity and mighty of giving vocalization to
other body limbs. These will be formulated in five categories as stated above. Second, a
discussion of the main results will be presented, and finally some recommendations and
suggestions will be raised as a conclusion for this study.
Review of related literature
It is not easy to define language and as well to establish a theory for how human
languages have been evolved and developed. However, as Muslims we strongly believe
that the mystery and secrets of language can be traced through different verses in the
‘Holly Qur’an. This interest in surveying verses from different sacred Holly books might
not be a new research trend as many of the previous studies might have mentioned
something about the religious or mystical principles of language origins and evolution.
What has been neglected in the previous studies is an integrated comprehensive
evaluation and tracing of the origins of human languages in the holly books.
The related studies could be subdivided to two domains: the religious and the
nonreligious studies. The majority of the religious related studies tackle the issue of
language in the Holly Qur’an and the other Holly Books mainly as a purely religious
aspect without concerning themselves with the linguistic aspect of language. That is to
say, in terms of the religious text and its importance and interpretation for the religious
practices and performance. However, those researchers concern themselves with both
religious and linguistic aspects have concentrated their studies and discussions mainly
on limited verses of the Holly Qur'an, and essentially the verse of teaching of names to
Adam “peace be upon him”.
A lot of the previous studies have tackled the language of the Holly Qur’an in terms of the
linguistic heritage that the language of the Holly Qur’an has, and as a medium of
religious practices and performance, and the concept that the linguistic diversity is
respected and preserved as a respected religious concept. The Muslim community is a
product of a linguistic, ethnic and social diversity; and the only distinguishing principle
among the true Muslim believers is their dimension and degree of true faith. In addition
,other researchers have also attempted to study the different synonyms of linguistic
terms that could be interpreted as language such as “lisan ‘tongue’, ‘bayan’ declaration,
‘notg’ articulation, etc.
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Some other studies focus on the analysis of the linguistic value of the Quranic Language
in terms of the figures of speech and the frequency of certain terms and concepts and
their religious value and dimension.
The nonreligious studies could also be subdivided to two; on one hand, the researchers
who raised some speculations to trace the origins of human language. These speculations
were mainly derived from the harmony between human beings and nature in order to
coin linguistic expressions, and words. Moreover, and with an ongoing convention among
people in a given community language would be evolved and established.
The most important contribution among those nonreligious studies could be that of the
prominent influential figure in modern linguistics, the famous American Linguist ‘Noam
Chomsky’ the founder of the Mentalist Approach in linguistics and his ideas about LAD
‘Language Acquisition Device’ which is endowed to all human beings, and within time and
across a suitable linguistic community and interaction, a native language could be
acquired and developed. On the other side some other linguists suggest that it is not
easy to establish a theory about the origins of human languages; therefore, they
abandoned their attempts to trace these origins of human languages; and they shifted
their interest to the theoretical studies of the existing languages in all the branches of
linguistics.
The related literature in the area of the origins of human languages could either be
linguistic and nonreligious studies, which is the majority of the research projects in
previous research concerns, or a combination between linguistic and religious studies as
in this present study. These studies in general , can be grouped into three central
categories; on one hand the studies that focus on the speculations about the nature and
evolution of human languages, and those which are purely religious in nature to study
the religious language for the understanding of the religious teachings and the
interpretations of the Holly books; and on the other hand the studies that make a
combination between both religious and linguistic surveys on the origins of human
languages. The studies can also be regarded in a continuum in which some linguists and
scholars have suggested some speculations about the nature and origins of human
languages; therefore, they have raised these speculations and theories about the origins
of these human languages. And in the other extreme of this continuum other linguists
and scholars have come to a conclusion that it is not easy to set up any speculations or
theories about the origins and sources of language; therefore; they have shifted their
attention to the study of the languages according to what they have on their hands with
regard to their structures and any related linguistic surveys, believing that tracing the
origins of language is a waste of time.
As it has been mentioned in the introduction above many of the scholars and linguists
have approached the problem of the origins of human language by stating some
speculations and theories based on some natural sources that led to the creation of
language. Therefore, in this section of the related studies we will devote the first part to
the review of these speculations and theories in a critical manner to establish the
theoretical background for this study. Then we shift to the review of studies concern
themselves with the religious aspects of language study.
The idea of language speculations have been taken by many scholar and researchers, for
example Williams (1959: 294) states that: "Linguistic theory is at once very specialized and
very controversial, and the question of origins is necessarily to some extent speculative."
Williams' 1959's ideas about the origins of human languages were taken further by Barber
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(1977: 23) who states that " …. We are profoundly ignorant about the origins of language,
and have to content ourselves with more or less plausible speculations." Then he went on
mentioning some of these speculations and theories starting with the first indirect
evidences that could be taken from children and primitive people to develop a successful
form of language that aids communication in all language functions. A child's attempt to
develop a language is based on already established model of language; i.e. the model of
language that was developed by the grown ups in the community. One of the prominent
features of the child model of language to be noticed is the ability of vocalization that is
broken into a consonant that is followed with a vowel such as "dadada, etc." The form of
the language developed by the child in the first stages of language development might be
that of developing mainly sets of nouns rather than verbs in order to attain all the
language functions and the child's demands and requests. Khan (2018: 49) mentions Ibn
Hazm's speculations about the origins of language as either 'Divine' or 'codification'. This
entails that language could either be purely divine provision, or it can also be a gradual
social component to be codified or built up within a social interactive domain.
On the part of primitive people, Barber (1977: 26) believes that there is a great connection
between material development and language advancement. That is to say primitive
people's language is closely connected with their surroundings; to support this he says
that "in Eskimo, there is no single word for 'snow', but a whole series of words for 'new
fallen snow'" and for all the other forms of snow. The central notion to be taken from this
connection between primitive people and the surrounding materials in the environment,
is the importance and value of that contexts in their lives because they have to absorb
that context in their language and to adapt themselves to it.
In Yule (1996: 1) the origination of human language could directly be linked with people's
endeavor to enjoy themselves; which is one of the speculations raised by Jespersen
(1921). Yule (ibid) went on discussing these origins of human language saying that our
knowledge about human language age is not certain; however, we believe that speech has
priority over writing. There is no any physical evidence, recorded speech, to be taken as a
proof for the origins of language the thing that opens the door widely for the variety of
speculations and theories. Then Yule (1996: 1 – 2) mentioned the religious evidence that
is found in the majority of research projects that is the divine source of language in terms
of the creation of the Prophet Adam (Peace. Be. Upon. Him) and that he was taught all the
names by Allah. Then Yule (ibid) said that: in rediscovering "this original, divine
language," the research done on this area has led to the hypothesis that infants without
direct contact or exposure to a model of language they will "spontaneously begin using the
original God – given language." Chomsky (1972) postulated that language faculty is
something "innate" or something that is already exited within the human mind. In spite of
the fact that Chomsky did not state the religious or divine origin of language, it can
implicitly be taken as such. Chomsky (2006: 70) went on saying that this 'innate' capacity
makes language acquisition possible. McWhorter (2004: 8) states the same postulation
stated by Chomsky (2007) about the innateness of language adding that people are
'programmed' for language detailed development and acquisition. In defining language
Barber (2000: 1) starts by classifying people as tools makers, and one of their essential
tools that they develop is language.
According to Smith (1993:9) who correlated between man 'dignity' that is attained and
connected with speech. Similarly Ceylan (2017: 12 – 13) who compares some studies and
surveys done by evolutionists and philosophers and the studies in language acquisition,
language should be a pure human faculty that exists from the very early existence of
mankind on earth. Müller (1861: 361) agrees with Ceylan (2017) in that human speech is
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a distinguishing faculty that is not available for other creatures. In his comparative study
Ceylon (2017: 13 – 14) went on mentioning some of the religious origins of human
language in Christianity, Jewish and Islamic perspectives of language; the central view
that he concentrated on could be that of Allah's teaching of names to the prophet Adam
(P. B. U.H.). He also (ibid) added that for the Jews the first language taught to man was
Hebrew. The idea that Hebrew was the first language to be coined was also taken by other
researchers who follow more or less the same approach mentioned here by Ceylon (2017).
Smith (1993: 86 - 87) discussed the religious origins of human language also in terms of
the teaching of the concepts and names which were endowed to the prophet Adam (P. B.
U. H.) by Allah. Then Smith (ibid) went on saying that the intelligence and knowledge that
were endowed to man at the first steps of creation should greatly be linked with the gift of
language that distinguishes man from the other brutal animals. Smith (ibid) maintains
that the endowment of speech should be taken with the other physical and mental
powers required on the part of human beings to cope up with their surrounding living
conditions. In other words language fills an essential part in the triangle of adaptation
with the surrounding context and living conditions. In similarly more or less to the ideas
mentioned by Smith (1993) Mufwene (2012: 15 – 16) said that the language which was
common between Adam (P. B. U. H.) and Allah was also developed by Adam's
descendants. However, Mufwene (ibid) raised some enquiries about whether the names
developed by Adam and his descendants were only names of some entities or a language
in the real sense of the language that could be used in successful everyday
communications.
For Mandavilli (216: 9 - 10) language was originally a divine gift that the majority of
researchers do not take seriously; as they just try to postulate some theories to originate
for the sources and origins of human languages. Then Mandavilli (ibid) went on
mentioning some support from the Bible that Adam (P. B. U. H.) named all the living
things. The central points that Manavilli stated of the religious origins of human
languages, and that language is as old as the presence of human beings on earth, and
the denial that could be detected from the other researchers to accept seriously these
religious origins of language is a clear linkage between language and the religious divine
origins of language evolution and development. In another study MacWhinney (2005)
stated clearly that " The religions of the world have interpreted our unique linguistic
endowment as a Special Gift bestowed directly by the Creator". It is obvious that
researchers mention the religious sources of the language as mentioned in the religions of
the world; but when they come to the actual implementations of these origins they come
to rely on mere human speculations as it has been stated above by many researchers.
According to Shahiditabar et al (2017: 292) the surrounding influences of literature and
other linguistic features were impressive elements on the Holly Qur'an. These facts about
the linguistic order of the Qur'an have been taken by different researchers to study the
'importance of language in the Qur'an'. Then they go on mentioning the terms that could
be interpreted as language such as 'Lesan' and other terms which have the same
implications. Then they mention the importance of language in the Qur'an in terms of
language as language with its social and religious aspects, the language as a sign of 'God',
the language as an endowment or gift from "God', and finally the language and its
'effective orders of discourse.
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The reviewed literature in the majority of studies seems to concern itself with the
mentioned teaching of names to the prophet Adam (P. B. U. H.). A lot of researchers take
the verses related to this teaching of names from different Holly books to confirm the
origins of language from this point of view. Other researchers have traced other sources
and verses to confirm how language could be originated in the Holly texts mainly in terms
of some terminology that could be interpreted as language such as 'lesan', 'bayan, and
'matiq'. The integrated approach that is proposed in this current study seems to be
neglected in the majority of the previous studies, and we believe that the integration of
the different perspectives of language in the different sacred texts and in the Holly Qur'an
in particular is important to set up a good understanding of the origins of human
languages.
The Importance of the Study
This present study is extremely important as a result of a need to fill a gap in the study of
human languages depending on Divine holly sources such as the ‘Holly Qur’an’ that we
believe could have answers for a lot of the mysteries we face in today’s world. Moreover,
the present study is an attempt to study the issue of language in the ‘Holly Qur’an’ in an
integrated holistic approach. That is to say, the origins of human languages have well
been established in terms of creation, evolution and development. We believe that many
verses in the ‘Holly Qur’an’ state clearly useful information about the essential origins of
human languages.
Methodology
This study is qualitative in nature; and to that end some of the essential related verses a
long with their interpretations will be analyzed and studied to confirm the hypotheses
raised in this study. The areas that will be of importance in this discussion will be:
worship as the central goal of humans and jinn creation, the teaching of the Holly Qur’an
to people, the creation of man kind, the teaching of language to humans, and the
availability of speech to other limbs of the body.
Procedure
Some related verses of the Holly Qur’an have been selected as data for analysis. These
verses are grouped into five central categories: the prime goal for the creation of human
beings and jinn, the teaching of the Holly Qur’an to people, the perfect creation of human
beings, Jesus the Christ’s (peace be upon him) speech in his infancy, and the ability that
will be given to all the other body parts to speak in the day after. This sequence is very
essential in this study as we believe that these categories should be taken in this process
to establish a theory about the evolution of human languages. Ibn Kathier's and
Alghurtubie's interpretations of the Holly Qur'an will be the central concepts to be
followed in this study.
Discussion, Results and Conclusion
The selected verses of the Holly Qur’an with their English translation will be presented in
this part of the study. Each verse will be studied and explained to show its relevance and
linkage with the present study.
In the first category stated in the methodology above, that is about the prime goal for the
creation of human beings and jinn, verse 56 in “Sorat Al- Dhaariyat”
ْ ُ”و َما َخلَ ْقت
 )56(”ُون
َ اْل
ِ نسإِ ََّّل ِليَ ْعبُد
ِ ْ و
َ ال ِج َّن
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56. “And I (Allah) created not the jinns and humans except they should worship
 me (alone).”



Then in “Sorat Al – Baqara verses 30 to 33”



ْ ربُّكَ ل ِْل َم ََلئِ َكةِإِنِي َجا ِعلٌف
 َ سابِ ُِبِ َن ْما ِد
َ ض َخلِيفَةًقَالُواأَتَجْ عَلُفِي َها َم ْنيُ ْف ِسدُفِي َه
ِ ُااويَسْافِك
ِ ِْياْلَر
َ ُونَنْ انُ ن
َ ﴿ َوإِ ْذقَا َل:قالتعالى
َ َ الاد َما
َ لإِنِيأَ ْعلَ ُم َم
 30:اَّلتَ ْعلَ ُمونَ﴾[البقرة
َ ِسلَكَ قَا
ُ َونُقَد



30. And (remember) when your Lord said to the angels: “Verily, I am going to
place (mankind) generations after generations on earth.” They said: “Will you
place therein those who will make mischief therein and shed blood, - while we
glorify You with praises and thanks (Exalted be You above all that they associate
with You as partners) and sanctify You. “He (Allah) said: “I know that which you
 do not know.”



ْ ض ُه ْم َع َل
 َس ْب َنانَكَ َّلَع ِْل َملَنَاإَِّلَّ َما َعلَّ ْمتَنَااإِنَّاكَ أَنات
ُ ْصا ِدقِين*قَالُوا
َ ﴿ َو َعلَّ َمآد ََماْل َ ْس َما  ُك َّل َهاث ُ َّم َع َر
َ ىال َمَلَئِ َكةِ َف َقالَأَنبِئُونِيبِأ َ ْس َما هَـؤَُّل إِن ُكنت ُ ْم
ْ ْالعَلِي ُم
و َما ُكنات ُ ْم
َّ ْبال
ِ ِْواْلَر
َ ال َنكِي ُم*قَا َليَاآدَ ُمأَنبِئْ ُهمبِأ َ ْس َمآئِ ِه ْمفَلَ َّماأَنبَأ َ ُه ْمبِأ َ ْس َمآئِ ِه ْمقَالَأَلَ ْمأَقُللَّ ُك ْمإِنِيأَ ْعلَ ُم َغي
َ َوأَ ْعلَ ُم َمات ُ ْبدُون
َ ض
َ س َم َاوات
 .]33-31[﴾َتَ ْكت ُ ُمون
31.And He taught Adam all the names (of everything), then He showed them to the
angels and said, “Tell me the names of these if you are truthful.”
32. They (angels) said: “Glory be to You, we have no knowledge except what you have
taught us. Verily, it is You, the All – Knower, the All – Wise.”
33. He said: “O Adam! Inform them of their names,” and when he had informed them of
their names, He said: “Did I not tell you that I know the Ghaib (unseen) in the heavens
and the earth, and I know what you reveal and what you have been concealing?
If we link all these verses together, we will come with the conclusion that humans have
been created for a noble aim which in its general perspective to worship “Allah” and in
order to do that the first humans have been placed on earth to practice and perform that
noble goal. Therefore, human beings have been endowed with the means that helps them
to do and perform their prime goal of creation that is language. And according to the
majority of the interpreters and scholars Adam (peace be upon him) has been taught the
names of everything. However, this does not imply only the prayers and the religious
requirements, it implies also any good deeds and practices that serve humanity and noble
aims.
A lot of the previous studies have been concentrated only on the teaching of names to
Adam (peace be upon him), and excluding the context in which the above verses address
the overall linkage between these verses to establish a solid background for the necessity
of language in this context. In other words if we take the concept of worship in order to
think of as a comprehensive process to include both religious and other good and useful
practices, we can say that worship in its broad sense implies the wise useful utilization of
any positive beneficial sources on earth for the merits of humanity and any fruitful
practices. The concept of worship in Islam can be detected from the following verse:
َٰ ُ*َّلش َِريكَ لَه
ْ ب
َ َال َعالَمِ ين
َّ ِ و َم َمات
 ُوأَنَاأَ َّول
ُ ُِيون
ِ ر
َ ِِيَلِل
َ (قُلْ  ِإ َّن
َ ُۖو ِبذَلِكَ أُمِرْ ت
َ
َ اي
َ سك
َ ص ََلت
َ ِيو َمنْ َي
 ]163-162: ْال ُم ْسلِمِ ينَ )[اْلنعام
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162. Say (O Muhammad SAW): “Verily my Salat (prayer), my sacrifice, my living, and my
dying are for Allah, the Lord of the ‘Alamin (mankind, jinns and all that exists).
163. “He has no partner. And of this I have been commanded, and I am the first of the
Muslims.”
From these verses we can say that every good deed whether religious performances and
says or other good deeds done by human beings for the wise good utilization of resources
in which the individuals or the groups in the community sake blessings from Allah is a
kind of worship as far as it addresses the good will and the good deeds for the sake of
humanity. This could be the central goal of worship for the best use and colonization of
the available earthy resources. The language is the medium through which worship can
be practiced, performed and said on one hand; and on the other it can be expressed and
shown to worshipers how to worship Allah in the best recommended manners.
The second category is that of the creation of human beings and the teaching of the Holly
Quran. This can be detected from the following verses in (Sorat Ar – Rahmaan):
ْ ) َعلَّ َمه3( َسان
ْ ) َعلَّ َم1( ُالرحْ َمن
(4) َُالبَيَان
َّ
َ اْل ْن
ِ ْ َ) َخلَق2( َالقُرْ آَن
Ar – Rahmaan:
 The Most Beneficent (Allah).

.1

 Has Taught (you mankind) the Quran (by His Mercy).

.2

 He created man.

.3

 He taught him eloquent speech.

.4

And in (Sorat Al – Balad Verses 8 -10)
)10() َو َهدَ ْينَاهُالنَّجْ دَي ِْن9(شفَتَي ِْن
َ ًاو
َ ) َو ِل8(أَلَ ْمنَجْ عَللَّهُ َع ْينَي ِْن
َ سان
In (Sorat Yonus Verse 31):
 ْقُل
َسيَقُولُون
ْ ي ِ َو َم
 ت َوي ُْخ ِر ُج ْال َميِتَمِ نَ ْال َن
ِ ِيمِ نَ ْال َمي
َّ ج ْال َن
ُ ني ُْخ ِر
ْ ار َو َم
َ ص
ْ ضأَ َّم
 ِ ْس َما ِ َو ْاْلَر
ْ َم
َّ نيَرْ زُ قُ ُك ْممِ نَال
َ َنيُدَبِ ُر ْاْل َ ْم َرۚف
َ نيَ ْملِكُالس َّْم َع َو ْاْل َ ْب
﴾٣١﴿َّللاُۚفَقُلْأَفَ ََلتَتَّقُون
َّ
31. Say (O Muhammad SAW): "Who provides for you from the sky and from the earth? Or
who owns hearing and sight? And who brings out the living from the dead and brings out
the dead from the living? And who disposes the affairs?" They will say: "Allah." Say: "Will
you not then be afraid of Allah's punishment (for setting up rivals in worship with Allah)?
From the sequence of the verses, and according to the majority of the interpretations of
these verses, the priority is given to the teaching of the Holly Qur’an as the doctrine or
discipline according to which human beings should behave. The merciful teaching of the
Holly Qur’an to mankind to help them understand and memorize its verses in order to
perform the recommended worship. The teaching of the Qur’an implies the teaching or
endowment of a language. In the forth verse, according to some interpreters of this verse,
the mentioned teaching is that one helps human beings to dedifferentiate between good
and evil or between thegood and wrong deeds or sins. However, for others the intended
‘eloquent speech’ is speech or language in the literal meaning; and this idea confirms the
present study’s proposed assumptions.
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In the third category comes the perfect and upright creation of human beings. Many
verses in the Holly Qur’an address this assumption. For example in (Sorat As – Sajda the
verses 7 – 9):
ِو َج َعالَلَ ُكا ُم
ُ )ث ُ َّم َج َعلَنَ ْسلَهُمِ ْن7(ين
ُ ونَفَافَِفياهِمِ ْان
َ )ثُا َّم8(اين
َ اْل ْن
َ ْالَّذِيأَح
ٍ س ََللَةٍمِ ْن َما ٍ  َم ِه
ٍ ِانمِ ْنط
ِ س
ِ ْ ََي ٍ  َخلَقَه َُو َبدَأَخ َْلق
ْ سنَ  ُكلَّش
َ روحِ اه
َ ُس َّاواه
َ
ْ
ً و ْاْل َ ْفئِدَةَقَل
)9( َِيَل َماتَ ْش ُك ُرون
ار
ص
ب
ْ
اْل
و
ع
َّم
س
ال
ْ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
7. Who made everything He has created good, and He began the creation of man from
clay.
8. Then He made his offspring from semen of worthless water (male and female sexual
discharge).
9. Then He fashioned him in due proportion, and breathed into him the soul (created by
Allah for that person), and He gave you hearing (ears), sight (eyes) and hearts. Little is the
thanks you give!
In these verses it has been stated clearly that how the first mankind has been created.
That is to say a creation from simple materials but by means of a highly good, perfect
kind of creation. Such a creation should cope up with the requirements needed from
human beings from the highest obligations in terms of worship in its general broad term,
the desire to utilize the available sources around the human beings on earth in terms of
inhabitants and colonization of earth; and worship in its narrowest dimension in terms of
the religious commitments and obligations.
Within the verses, as it is mentioned by Al – Tabary, the language is also been endowed to
human beings to complete the picture of the good perfect creation as a means that
prepares human beings to perform their commitments and required religious and life
obligations.
In the fourth category comes the miraculous ability that Allah gave to Jesus the Christ as
an infant to talk to his people. This is clearly revealed in (Sorat Maryam the verses 26 –
30):
َارتْ إِلَ ْيهِقَالُوا
َ ِْجئْت
ْ ِ َارونَ  َماكَانَ أَبُو
ُ )يَاأ ُ ْختَ ه27(ش ْيئًافَ ِريًّا
َ َام َرأ
ِ فَأَتَتْ بِهِقَ ْو َم َهاتَنْ مِ لُهُقَالُوايَا َمرْ يَ ُملَقَد
َ )فَأَش28(و َماكَانَتْ أُمُّكِ بَ ِغيًّا
َ ٍ س ْو
ْ
ْ ْفنُ َك ِل ُم َم ْانكَاانَ ف
َ
َ
َ
َ
ْ
ُ
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ِ
ِ
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ِ
َ
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َ َُ
ِ
َ ِِايال َم ْهاد
َ
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َ َ َ َ
ِ
َ َكي
َ
ُ َويَ ْاو َمأ ُ ْبع
َّ َو
ساى
َّ َ)والس َََّل ُم َعل
َ َّارا
ً ِيولَ ْميَجْ عَ ْلنِي َجب
َ )ذَلِاكَ عِي33(اح َحيًّاا
ُ ييَ ْو َم
َ ُويَ ْو َمأَ ُماوت
َ ُو ِلدْت
َ 32(ش ِقيًّا
َ )وبَ ًّرابِ َوا ِلدَت
َ 31(الزكَاةِ َماد ُْمتُ  َحيًّا
ْ ابْنُ  َمرْ يَ َمقَ ْول
َّ ِ َ) َماكَان34( َقالَّذِيفِيهِيَ ْمت َُرون
)35( ُضىأَ ْم ًرافَإِنَّ َمايَقُولُلَهُ ُك ْنفَيَكُون
ُ ٍولَد
َ َس ْب َنانَهُإِذَاق
ِ َال َن
َ َلِلِأَ ْنيَتَّخِ ذَمِ ْن
27. Then she brought him (the baby) to her people, carrying him. They said: “O Mary!
Indeed you have brought a thing Fariya (an unheard mighty thing).
28. “O sister (i.e. the like) of Harun (Aaron) [not the brother of Musa (Moses), but he was
another pious man at the time of Maryam (Mary)]! Your father was not a man who used to
commit adultery, nor your mother was unchaste woman.”
29. Then she pointed to him. They said: “How can we talk to one who is a child in the
cradle?”
30. “He [Iesa (Jesus)] said: Verily! I am a slave of Allah, He was given me the Scripture
and made me a Prophet;”
31. “And He has made me blessed wheresoever I be, and has enjoined on me Salat (
(prayer), and zakat, as long as I live.”
”32. “And dutiful to my mother, and made me not arrogant, unblest.
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33. “And I die, and the day Salam (peace) be upon me the day I was born, and the day I
shall be raised alive!”
34. Such is ‘Iesa (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary). (It is) a statement of truth, about which
they doubt (or dispute).
35. It befits not (the Majesty of) Allah that He should beget a son [this refers to the
slander of Christians against Allah, by saying that ‘Iesa (Jesus) is the son of Allah].
Glorified (and exalted be He above all that they associate with Him). When he decrees a
thing, He only says to it, “Be!” and it is
It is stated clearly that the language faculty can be endowed to any human being at any
stage of the human being’s evolution as far as the case with an infant. Although, it was a
miracle that happened to one of the prophets, it could be taken as a strong evidence that
language is a Devine endowment to all humans. Moreover, the mightiness of Allah is not
questionable, and anything can be created by just a single word, that is ‘Be’, and the
thing will definitely be.
Within the fifth category, that is of endowing speech to the other limbs of the body as it is
stated clearly in (Sorat ‘Yaseen’ verse 65).
)65(
كَانُوا
بِ َما
أَرْ ُجلُ ُهم
ُوتَ ْش َهد
أَ ْيدِي ِه ْم
وتُك َِل ُمنَا
أَ ْف َوا ِه ِه ْم
 َعلَ َٰى
ن َْختِ ُم
ْاليَ ْو َم
َيَ ْك ِسبُون
َ
َ
65. This Day, We shall seal up their mouths, and their hands will speak to Us, and their
legs will be witness to what they used earn. (It is said that one’s left thigh will be the first
to bear the witness).
If we link between this verse and the verse in which Jesus The Christ (peace be upon
him), we can conclude that the ability of language can be given to human beings at any
of the human beings stages of life span. Moreover, the language faculty can be given to
the whole human body. And this is confirmed by the Mightiness of Allah to create things
by just saying “Be” for the thing to be.
In conclusion, and after discussing the five categories in this study, we can say that the
origins of human language can be explained by reflecting carefully on the verses of the
Holly Qur’an that bear great support to that language is a divine endowment that is given
to any sound human being (without defects of hearing and speaking). It is also true that
those who suffer some problems in hearing or speaking will also be able to develop some
means for effective communication through either mimes, gestures, or sign languages
with the same power and effectiveness of the normal sound human beings.
In conclusion, and in the light of the selected, interpreted and discussed verses from the
Holly Qur'an, and according to the procedures stated in the methodology of this study, we
find strong evidence to show that human language can be originated strongly through
these mentioned verses of the Holly Qur'an. In the first category stated about the prime
goal for the creation of human beings and Jinn that is worship, the verses discussed that
worship is a holistic practice that includes a variety of religious and life activities that
would be impossible without the availability or presence of a means of communication or
language. In other words, language is a prime requirement for worship.
In the second category, the teaching of the Holly Qur'an to people, as the doctrine or
methodology to be followed by the worshipers, the discussed verses present also a strong
evidence to prove the hypothesis that is derived from this category. The teaching of the
Holly Qur'an, which is revealed in a high quality of language should necessarily involve
the presence of language. This category is strongly connected with the first category that
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worship and the media through which worship can be performed are strongly correlated.
This kind of correlation between the text for worship and worship itself can also be
established within all the other five categories of this study.
The third category is the perfect and upright creation of human beings. The verses
address this category are numerous; however, through the selected verses we can say
that we have a strong evidence to prove that the creation of human beings is an
integrated process in which language is essential to complete the picture of the perfect
upright creation of human beings. That is to say language is the medium through which
people as social beings are provided with tools that enable them to respond to this social
side of the creation. The perfect upright creation could also be integrated and correlated
with the other raised categories in this study. The creation is always linked with the
essential components of language faculty and components in terms of seeing, hearing and
conceptualization which is strongly and repeatedly connected in the verses of human
beings perfect creation.
The miracle that has been endowed to the prophet Jesus the Christ (P. B. U. H.)
comprises the fourth category. The verses that address this category reflect clearly the
kind of high standard and eloquent language that was used by an infant from the first
days of birth to address his people and to defend his mother. This miracle indicates
clearly that language is a divine faculty that people have a strong access to, even in very
early years of a life span. Moreover, the experience that we have about language
acquisition, in particular, that is, every sound normal human being has an access to
develop at least one native language whenever a suitable context for acquisition is
preserved. There is also no recorded evidence to show that human beings fail to develop a
native language although we have numerous instances of failure to manage or develop
other branches of science and disciplines.
Human beings' ability to master and develop speech is not only that of the speech or
language in its normal order through the organs of speech; in the fifth and last category
we are encountered with another miracle that is expected to occur in the day after, that is
speech in its normal order will be sealed and blocked and every body's limb will have the
access to speak, to inform about the wrong deeds and sins done by the human beings in
his/her life span period. Therefore, we can say that language is a strongly well
established divine miracle endowed to human beings, and it is an original concept that
could be originated and traced literally in all the Holly Books and in the Holly Qur'an in
particular.
The above stated categories raised in this study have been strongly emphasized through
the evidence taken from the selected verses from the Holly Qur'an in the study. We feel
that these categories in the order in which they are presented and discussed help us to
apply some integrated process within the categories. We also feel that every category in its
turn necessitate the importance of putting it in that order to the extent that some kind of
concession and correlation can be established between one category and the one that
follows. This concession distinguishes this study from the other studies. We can say that
the majority of the previous studies tackle mainly one category, that is the teaching of
names to the prophet Adam (P. B. U. H); moreover, the previous studies do not even
tackle the origins of human speech seriously, and they just mention them casually
without any concentration or linkage with other evidences that could be found literally in
all the Holly Books.
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In this present study the prime aim has been to originate for the presence of evidence in
the Holly Quran for human language or speech. To that end five categories have been
postulated to process the study as discussed above. For each category some selected
verses have been selected, from the Holly Qur'an, interpreted and discussed. The selected
verses have been taken as strong evidences to confirm the originality of language in the
Holly Qur'an. The evidences confirm the five stated categories and the hypotheses
formulated out of them. In the light of the obtained results we feel that more research is
needed to address the following recommendations:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Conceptualization and human language in the Holly Qur'an.
Human beings perfect and upright creation and its influence on human speech
uniqueness.
A comparison and contrast among the different Holly books on the part of
language originality in these books.
The incorporation of other categories and other verses to study origins of
language in the Holly Qur'an.
Human speech and other creatures communications from a religious point of
view

This study has been an attempt to prove that language is strongly established in different
verses of the Holly Qur'an as an original divine concept in the Holly Quran. To that end
and to process the study a qualitative content - base analysis approach has been
adopted. The central concepts in the study have been put in five categories that address
the prime goal of human beings and Jinns that is worship, the teaching of the Holly
Quran to people, the perfect upright creation of human beings, the prophet Jesus the
Christ infancy speech, and other body limbs ability to speak in the day after. Some
related studies have been cited with commentary and discussions over them. Then the
related verses have been presented with their interpretations and relevance to this study.
A discussion of the main results obtained in this study was done, and finally some
recommendations in the light of the obtained results have been suggested for further
studies.
Sources
The Holly Qur'an
The Glorious Qur'an
References
Barber, Charles (1997) The Story of Language. Pan Books Ltd.
Barber, Charles (2000) The English Language – A Historical Introduction: Cambridge
University Press.
Ceylan, Hüsün (2017) Different Perspectives on the Origin of Language and the Evidence
from the Field of Language Acquisition. International; Journal of Language and
Linguistics, Vol. 4, No. 3: September 2017.
Chomsky, Noam (1972) Language and Mind. Cambridge University Press
Chomsky, Noam (2002) Syntactic Structures. Mouton de Gruyter. Berlin. New York.
Khan, Nouman Ali (2018) Qur'an: The Linguistic Miracle. LinguisticMiracle.com.
MacWhinney, Brian (2005) Language Evolution and Human Development. In Bjorklund,
D. and Pellegrini, A. (Eds.). Origins of the Social Mind: Evolutionary Psychology
and Child Development (pp 383-410). New York: Guilford Press, 2005

International Journal of Language Academy
Volume 7/3 September 2019 p. 285/297

ORIGINALITY OF LANGUAGE IN THE HOLLY QUR'AN 297
Mandavilli, Sujay Rao (2016) On the origin and spread of languages: Propositioning
Twenty-first century axioms on the evolution and spread of languages with
concomitant views on language dynamics. ELK Asia Pacific Journal of Social
Science Volume 3, Number 1 (2016)
McWhorter, John (2004) The Story of Human Language. The Teaching Company.
Mufwene, Salikoko S. The Origin and The Evolution of Language – in – Allan, Keith, The
Handbook of the History of Linguistics (2012) Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Müller,M.F. ( 1861 ) Lectures on the science of Language. ( 3rd ed.) London : Longman,
Green, Longman and Roberts. pp. 360-361.
Shahiditabar, Mostafa, Mohammad Amin Mozaheb, Mohsen Mohseni, Abolfazl Babaii, Ali
Dehchali and Seyyed Mostafa Mousav (2017) The Place of Language in the Holly
Quran. Journal of Applied Linguistics and Language Research
Smith, George (1993) The Origins and Progress of Language. London The Religious Tract
Society.
Williams, Raymond (1959) Culture and Society. Anchor Books – Columbia University
Press.
Yule, George (1996) The Study of Language. Cambridge University Press.

International Journal of Language Academy
Volume 7/3 September 2019 p. 285/297

